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How Jewelry Is Made

oldest and most basic types of gemstone mount-

ing dating back to the Renaissance. In closed set-
tings, gems are held tightly in place by a collar of pre-
cious metal. They protect gems extremely well since
none of the edges are exposed to hard knocks or gener-
al wear and tear. Here are several popular types:

The closed setting has no prongs. It is one of the

Bezel Setting. A thin strip of metal completely
surrounds the gem. Bezels can have straight
or scalloped edges and can also be molded
into any shape to accommodate the stone.

Gypsy Setting. Popular since the 19th century, the

metal at the top of this ring setting is heavier than the
shank and is worked over the edge of the gem’s girdle to
hold the stone in place.

Channel Setting. Gemstones of the same size are set
girdle-to-girdle between two parallel outer walls with

Closed Settings Can Give ? N
Gems Maximum Protection

§ % with no visible metal. This produces a -

it actually is. Comes in many different styles. '

no metal between them. The setting "',
thus presents a continuous row of k!
sparkling gems. -3 4

Pavé Setting. Pavé is the French word for
paved. This setting uses numerous small gem-
stones of identical size set closely together Y

< _t\ paved effect which may be either flat or 4

“g dome-shaped. .
7 llusion Setting. A mounting with a scal- ;
loped metal border designed to create the illu-

sion that a diamond or other colored gemis larger than

Bar Setting. Similar to the channel setting except that .
each gemstone is held by a small bar that is visible
between the stones. The sides of the gems are open to
the light, maximizing their sparkle.
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Holiday Highlights

The Jewelry Doctor
Jewelry Resolutions
For The New Year

radition says each new year we should
| put aside bad habits and resolve to do
better in the coming year. Here are

some suggestions for taking better care of
your valuable jewelry.

Check Gem Settings. These metal parts hold
gems securely. When they become worn,
bent, or damaged, gems can come loose and

Glittering Ear Studs...Perfect Gift
In New Shapes, Colors, Designs

lassic stud earrings are one of the
Cmost popular types of ear adorn-

ment and are often set with a soli-
taire diamond, pearl, or colored gemstone.
But this season, designers are offering
many exciting new styles of ear studs that
feature interesting textures, floral motifs,
colorful enamels, micro-pavé, and multi-
gemstone combinations with the impact of
larger single stone studs. Many of these
new designs are noted for their elegantly

feminine styling and lower prices, too.

You'll find enchanting studs in the shape
of brilliant sunbursts, romantic hearts, and
other unique forms such as starfish, sea
shells, feathers, and leaves set with colored
gems and diamonds in white or yellow gold,
platinum, sterling silver,and palladium.

This holiday season, sparkling ear studs
are an impressive gift that will add an
exciting fashion touch to any daytime or
evening outfit.

fall out. Bring your jewelry in now and let us
check the settings before problems occur.

Restring Pearls. Pearl necklaces and
bracelets can stretch and become weak and
dirty. If you wear pearls often, restring annual-
ly or every 2 years. Bring yours in now for a
new year’s checkup.

Clean Diamonds. Diamonds attract grease
like magnets from skin oils, cosmetics, hand
lotions, and soap, significantly reducing their
brilliance and sparkle. Professional cleaning
takes only a few minutes to restore dia-
monds to their original beauty.



Jewelry Calend r
Birthstone Jewelry...

The Gift That
Celebrates
Birthdays Best

o other birthday gift has the per-
N sonal appeal of colorful, precious,
and historic birthstones. Many of
these beautiful gems have a heritage that
dates back to ancient times and are
thought to be intimately associated with
personality traits unique to those born in
each specific month of the year. Surpri-
singly enough, birthstone jewelry is very
affordable and comes in many attractive
styles for both men and women.Come in
soon and see our collection!

NOVEMBER - Topaz/Citrine

These sunny yellow gems
symbolize cheer and well- e
being for those born in

November.Both topaz and citrine are hard
and durable gems with a clear, transparent
,.‘f-ﬁ' sparkle. They also come in a
31 E} wide range of cheerful yellow
= %~ colors that add a bright and
brilliant look to any kind of jewelry.

DECEMBER — Turquoise/Blue Zircon/
Tanzanite

Prosperity is the traditional G ﬂ
reward offered to the

December-born by these richly colored

&

blue gems. Opaque sky-blue
turquoise is treasured as one
of the most ancient precious
gems, as is sparkling deep-blue

zircon, prized since Biblical times.

Beautiful purple-blue tan-
zanite is relatively new, @
only discovered by accident
in 1967 near Mt.Kilimanjaro in East Africa.

JANUARY- Garnet

A traditional symbol of fidelity since earli-
est times, deep red garnets lift the spirits
and warm the heart for those of
January birth. Garnet is a very
durable gem with a bright, glit-
tering sparkle. In addition to
red, garnet also comes in dozens of other

Focus On Fashion

The Latest Looks In Links For
2009 Are Lush And Lively

his season’s most fashionable pre-
Tcious metal chain link necklaces,

bracelets, and earrings display a
scrumptious array of decorative and dramat-
ic shapes and textures in dozens of link sizes
from tiny hoops to oversize loops.

Chains of both long and short lengths
are being shown with circular, square, elon-
gated oval, rectangular and other geomet-
ric forms as well as heart, bamboo, and
marquise shapes in flat, puffed, and sculp-
tured styles.

The World Of Unusual Gems

Texture is also very much a trend in all the
newest types of chain jewelry. You'll see
hammered, oxidized, twisted, coiled, matte,
brushed, and frosted surfaces that add visu-
al interest to every piece.

Many fashion-forward designs have links
arrayed in contrary combinations where the
links are not all the same size and shape.
Also, various colors of gold as well as plat-
inum and sterling silver are mixed with a
variety of colored gemstone beads and
accents of sparkling white diamonds.

Apatite...The Low-Cost Gem
With Bright Neon Colors

he electric blue and green colors of
Tapatite closely resemble those of the
rare and very costly Paraiba

tourmaline...one of the rarest gem-
stones on earth. In fact, apatite is
known as “the poor man’s Paraiba”
because its price is about 1% of the
cost of ultra-expensive Paraiba
tourmaline which comes from
Paraiba, Brazil.

Apatite chiefly comes from
Madagascar and is abundant in vivid “neon”
colors such as teal blue, greenish blue, bluish
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green, mint green, and pastel mint green. It

is a transparently clear gemstone that is also

available in a bouquet of 20 other

beautiful colors including yellow,
purple, pink, and reddish brown.

Inexpensive, neon-colored apatite

is the newest addition to what are

P called “affordable gems.”With a hard-

. ness ranging from 5 to 65 on the

Mohs scale, apatite is a popular gem

for dramatic earrings, pendants, and

pins where the gems are spared from hard

wear and tear.
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